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more potential you have for good, the more
potential you have for harm.

White House Communications
Ms. Lucas. We want to know, Mr. President,

do you really have a red telephone in your of-
fice? And if so, who calls you on it?

The President. [Laughter] No, it’s not red,
but I do have two sets of phones. I have my
normal set of phones, and then I have a set
of phones that have absolutely secure lines that
are not subject to anybody tapping or inter-
vening on. And I use it on occasions for secure
conversations, normally with foreign leaders who
have something very sensitive they want to dis-

cuss with me and they’re worried that they don’t
want anybody in their country or our country
to know about it. It’s not red, but it is secure.

Mr. Harden. Mr. President, thank you so
much for taking the time with us, and we’ll
see you tomorrow here in Iowa.

The President. Can’t wait.
Mr. Harden. Okay.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview was recorded at 6:05 p.m.
on November 2 for broadcast at 8 a.m. on Novem-
ber 3. The President spoke by telephone from the
Rhode Island Convention Center in Providence,
RI.

Statement on Signing the International Antitrust Enforcement Assistance
Act of 1994
November 2, 1994

I am pleased today to sign into law H.R.
4781, the ‘‘International Antitrust Enforcement
Assistance Act of 1994.’’ This important Admin-
istration initiative will help the antitrust enforce-
ment agencies, the Department of Justice, and
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), to pro-
tect American consumers and businesses from
price-fixing and other anticompetitive conduct
by international businesses operating in our mar-
kets.

This Act will allow the Attorney General and
the FTC to enter into agreements with foreign
antitrust agencies. Under these agreements, the
foreign agencies will, on a reciprocal basis, pro-
vide investigative information in their possession
and obtain antitrust evidence on our agencies’
behalf from persons and businesses within their
jurisdiction. The Act includes appropriate safe-
guards to ensure that any confidential U.S. busi-
ness information supplied to foreign antitrust au-
thorities under those agreements will not be im-
properly used or disclosed.

This Act reflects the United States’ commit-
ment and resolve to ensure that American con-
sumers and businesses reap the benefits of free
and fair trade in our markets, including lower
prices. It will also ensure that consumers and
businesses will not become victims of anti-
competitive market abuses. This legislation will
help us in enforcing our antitrust laws against

foreign and international firms who participate
in our markets to the same extent as they are
enforced against U.S. firms. Until now, U.S.
antitrust enforcement agencies have often found
vital evidence to be out of reach abroad.

At the initiative of Attorney General Reno
and Assistant Attorney General Bingaman, this
bill was introduced by a bipartisan coalition in
both Houses of Congress and quickly won public
and business support. I want to commend the
bill’s sponsors, particularly Chairman Metzen-
baum and Senator Thurmond in the Senate, and
Chairman Brooks and Representative Fish in the
House, as well as the congressional leadership,
for introducing and bringing this legislation to
my desk so quickly.

I look forward with American consumers and
businesses to the strengthened antitrust enforce-
ment that should result from this Act. I am
certain that we will achieve the cooperation of
our trading partners as we seek to negotiate
these agreements on a reciprocal basis.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 2, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4781, approved November 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–438.
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